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Queen of England one Act was made, amongst others, entitled
An Act restoring to the crown the ancient jurisdiction over
the state ecclesiastical [<fec.], by which said Act, amongst other
things, it was established and enacted. That [&c.]; by the
express words of which said Act authorizing our said dear
sister, her heirs and successors, to grant such commissions when
and as often and for such and so long time as should be thought
meet and convenient, it appeareth that the said parliament
purposed plainly to represent and intimate to our said dear
sister and the kings of this realm that should succeed, as well
the great trust that was reposed in the crown, as also their
own opinion and intention that such commissions should be of a
temporary nature, and that it was desired and meant that they
might be accommodated to the accidents and varieties of times
and occasions; We have now thought good, for divers weighty
causes and out of our princely care and desire to ease and
content our loving subjects as far as may stand with good
government and justice, by the advice of our Privy Council to
grant forth our commission in manner and form following.

[III.] Know ye therefore that we for sundry good, weighty
and necessary causes and considerations us thereunto especially .
moving, of our mere motion and certain knowledge, by force''
and virtue of our supreme authority and prerogative royal and
of the said Act, do by these our letters patents under our great
seal of England give and grant full, free and lawful power and
authority unto you the said [commissioners above-named] being
all our natural subjects, or any three or more of you, whereof
[the Archbishop, the Lord Treasurer, the Lord Privy Seal, ten
Bishops and fourteen others] to be one, from time to time to
enquire as well by examination of witnesses or presentments as
also by examination of the parties accused themselves upon
their oath (where there shall first appear sufficient matter of
charge by examination of witnesses or by presentments or by
public and notorious fame or by information of the ordinary) of
all and singular apostasies, heiesies, great errors in matters of
faith and religion; schisms, unlawful conventicles tending to
schism against the religion or government of the Church now
established; and also of all persons which have or shall refuse
to have their children baptized, or which have or shall ad-